
Greek Temples

From 6th to mid 5th centuries BC



The Sanctuary of 

Artemis in Kerkyra

(c.580-570 BC)



Temple of Artemis in Corfù / Kerkyra.
580-570 BC

EARLY 6th CENTURY BC: the standardization of the Doric Order 

First real example of full, standard Doric Order.

The Ionic order will remain much more fluid

and less standardized, until well into the Hellenistic period.

The «standardization» of the Doric Order is an 

important step in the evolution of Greek 

Architecture.

Vitruviusô hypothesis of  çpetrificationè of wooden 

architectures seems contradictaed by the evidence.

ÅThe various parts of the Doric Order appeared 

separatedly during the 7th century (metopes in 

Thermos, Gheison in Isthmia, etc.) and not as 

working parts of the same system.

ÅEven if the divided the Greeks kept a sense of 

ethnic common ethnic identity, especially regarding 

panhellenic festivals in panhellenic sancturies. It is 

therefore possible that ideas were shared and 

phoenomena of imitation/competition led to the 

standardization of the Doric Order already in the 6th 

century BC



PLAN

It still does not have the 

axiality between cella 

walls and penultimate 

columns. 

The are between cella and 

pteron is still much wider 

than in later buildings in 

Greece.

It already displays an 

opisthodomos.

This trait will become 

characteristic of mainland 

temples, as opposed to 

the tradition of western 

colonies

Å 8x17 columns: long plan. Ancient heritages?

ÅKekrkyra as a Corinthian colony: influence of Corinthôs tradition 

in temple making (7° century Isthima and Acrocorinth).



Elevation

The penultimate intercolumnium is shorter to 

solve the problem of the angle triglyph

First temples completely 

made of monumental stone 

blocks



Early attempt at Pediment Decoration

Angle scenes are not related 

to the main theme



OLYMPIA: 

Temple of Hera (c.580 BC)

Å Unlike in Kerkyra here only the base was in stone, but the upper parts of 

the walls were in mudbrick and wood.

Å 6 x 16 columns: long plan = heritage of earlier models?

Axis cella wall/penultimate column



OLYMPIA, Temple of Hera (c.580 BC)

Different columns of different dates

Wooden columns were substituted with stone ones throughout the 

centuries, from 6th century BC to AD 173, when there was still one single 

wooden column in the opisthodomos



OLYMPIA, Temple of Hera (c.580 BC)

Capital Disk Akroterion, probably Spartan-style.

Reconstruction of the elevation



Corinth, Temple of Apollo (mid 6th century phase)
Axis cella wall/penultimate column

Double 

adyton/second 

cella

Long plan (6x 15): heritage of earlier temple models?



Assos, Temple of Athena (late 6th century)

Doric Frieze

Ionic continuous frieze 

instead of a plain architrave

ÅBuilt in Andesite (a local volcanic stone).

ÅThe only substantial Doric Temple in Ionia (possible Athenian Influence?

ÅMixing of Ionic habits: Ionic Frieze, slender architrave, no sculptures in the pediment.



Syracuse, Temple of Apollo (570-560 BC)

ÅPioneer of Western gigantic temples (6 x 17 columns) (Ionic 

Influence?)

ÅLong plans due to the presence of second columnade in front of 

the cella (Ionic influence?), to be found also in other Sicilian 

temples.

ÅSicilian habit: Pteron more closelu spaces at the sides than at the 

ends

Western Tradition: Adyton and not an Opisthodomos



Temple C in Selinous

Athenaion 

of 

Syracuse

Sicilian terracotta decorations:

Ionic Influences?



SELINOUS

TEMPLE C (mid 6 th century BC)

TEMPLE F (mid 6 th century BC)

The temple has six columns at the front and fourteen on the 

sides and represented a development of the very 

elongated archaic temple to a more balanced form which was 

becoming the norm on the Greek mainland as well,[1] and 

foreshadowing the 2:1 intercolumniation ratio between the long 

and short sides.

Although it shows archaising aspects, it imitates the 

models of the Greek mainland (such as the Temple of 

Apollo at Corinth) in the period in which the canons 

which would characterise the proportions of the Doric 

temple were becoming solidified.

In any case they still have Sicilian details:

The adyton, narrow and elongated cella, wide space 

between cella and pteron

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaic_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_F_(Selinus)#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercolumniation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaic_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Apollo,_Corinth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corinth


Temple F

550 BC

ATENA E DIONISO



SELINOUS, Temple G

Å Still incomplete in 409 when the Carthaginias destroyed Selinus

Å One of the largest (50 x 110 m, 8 x 17 columns)

Å Combination of Sicilian traditions with Mainland influences.



Paestum





La Basilica o Tempio di HeraPaestum, (So-called «Basilica» or Temple of Hera). Mid 6 th century BC



Paestum, (So-called «Basilica» or Temple of Hera). Mid 6 th century BC

ÅEnneastyle Temple (limits = same proportions of exastyle temples

Å Ionic details



Enneastyle
Exastyle



Ionic details on the ornamented capitals of the «Basilica» / Temple of Hera in Paestum



Paestum, Temple of Ceres (Athena), late 6 th century

Stairs to the upper level



Details of the Temple of 

Athena in Paestum



Seleôs HERAION

(550-540 BC)



Le Tavole Palatine
«Tavole Palatine» in 

Metaponto (Temple of Hera?)
Mid 6 th century BC



Cyrene

Temple of Zeus

(500-480 BC)




